
One of the most commonly voiced complaints about earbuds is that they 
don’t deliver enough bottom end; those tiny drivers just don’t have much 

material to work with when it comes to producing long waves. M-Audio’s IE-20 
XBs are the exception to the rule. These earphones pump more bass than many 
full-size headphones.

M-Audio went long by going big—the IE-20 XBs (the XB stands for 
extended bass) are easily the largest earbuds we’ve ever seen; they’re more 
than twice as large as Shure’s E4gs. Their bulky nature can be attributed 
to the fact that each piece houses two speakers: an armature driver for 
producing high and midrange frequencies and a dynamic driver to pump out 
the lows. A built-in crossover routes frequencies to the appropriate speaker, 
and a pair of acoustic canals keeps the sound waves separate until they 
reach your ear canal. 

Those of us here with smaller ears were concerned that the Kong-
like proportions of the XBs would lead to a match made on Skull Island, so 
imagine our surprise when we discovered how comfortable these earbuds 
are. The included fit-kit accommodates a wide range of ear sizes, and the 
cables loop over the tops of your ears, which keeps them out of the way 
and prevents the plugs from sliding out. The cables are removable, too, so 
should they ever be damaged, you can replace just the inexpensive cable 
instead of the entire earphone.

The IE-20 XBs aren’t just bass monsters, they’re equally adept at 
delivering crisp highs and well-rounded mids. While we listened to Warren 

Zevon’s “Please Stay,” the XBs impressed us with their ability to produce 
Zevon’s lead vocals, Emmylou Harris’s background vocals, and Gil Bernal’s 
tenor sax all on an equal footing. They’re pretty spectacular with games, 
too. We’d hesitate before using these earbuds as studio monitors, though, 
because they really do emphasize lows. Use them for mix-down work 
and you might end up with tracks that sound bass-shy when played back 
through other speakers and headphones. But if it’s bass that makes 
you boogie, you’ll revel in these 
M-Audio buds.

—MICHAEL BROWN

M-Audio IE-20 XB 
Reference Earphones
Size matters

Using Western Digital’s My Book Pro Edition II external drive is a lot 
like living next to an airport. If you’re a traveler, the five-minute taxi 

trip from your house to the airport is absolutely ideal, provided you don’t 
mind the constant sound of planes buzzing your rooftop. Seriously, the My 
Book is about as loud as it is useful—buy some earplugs and you’ll have 
a riveting experience.

Crammed within the device’s bulky frame are two 500GB drives spinning 
at 7,200 RPM in a RAID 0 configuration. That means you’re getting nearly one 
terabyte of storage potential, provided you don’t mind losing your data should 
one drive cease to work. For the less adventurous, Western Digital includes its 
handy RAID Manager software, so you can easily switch the drive to a safer 
(albeit half-size) RAID 1 array.

We scoff at the external drive’s lack of an eSATA connector. Although the 
My Book attempts to make up for the absence of eSATA by including FireWire 
800 (in addition to USB 2.0 and FireWire 400 ports), we’d rather see the much 
more prevalent eSATA connector along with a 50-cent bracket that converts a 
spare internal SATA port into an eSATA port. 

In RAID 0 mode, the My Book performed well on our tests, clocking an 
access time of 13.4 milliseconds and a burst speed of 157.6 MB/s. Thanks to 
its pair of drives working in tandem, that’s faster than the single Seagate eSATA 

external hard drive we 
reviewed in November 2006.

And in what we call 
the Steve Jobs factor, or 
the one additional talking 
point that really sweetens 
the deal, the My Book 
comes with a series of 
blue LEDs arranged in two 
concentric rings on the 
front of the device. The 
inner ring tells you the 

total capacity of the device—each light represents 16 percent of your total 
space. The outer ring represents the unit’s activity, a handy way of immedi-
ately telling whether the unit is in standby mode, in use, or failing.

It’s bigger than heck and louder than we like our external drives to 
be; still, the My Book delivers a solid backup solution, a great 
doorstop, and an aesthetically 
pleasing design.

—DAVID MURPHY

Western Digital My Book
Pro Edition II
The B-17 of external drives is loud, large, and lit up 

MAXIMUMPC 

Don’t be fooled by their gargantuan proportions; M-Audio’s IE-20 
XBs are the most comfortable earbuds we’ve ever tested.

It’s big and beastly, but 
the My Book is one of 
the better storage units 
we’ve seen.

8MY BOOK PRO EDITION II

$550, www.wdc.com

M-AUDIO IE-20 XB

$250, www.m-audio.com
9

MAXIMUMPC

KICKASS

4.1"

6.
9"


